Above & below are pictures of our “Journeys” in 2018. Pictures are in our 2019 Photo Calendar & Psalms

Christmas, 2018
The Churchville, NY Babcocks
bbabcock7@rochester.rr.com
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace, good will to men!”
(Luke 2:14)
You may recall we did not send a Christmas letter last year but attempted to cover 2017 with an
update sent in June 2018. That update, sent by email and still posted on Brian’s Rochester Connection
webpage (https://rochesterconnection.blog/babcock-family-letter-2017-2018-a-journey-of-changes-andchallenges/), also covered many events in early 2018 to fill the gap created by a season of major surgeries
and illness. Two events not included it that were (1) a family reunion event joined by MA Babcocks and
niece Debra DiDomenico (VA), at the Boydells’ (PA, cousin) to see the Sight and Sounds play Jesus; and (2) a
reunion with several members of the Baptist Student Union group Brian belonged to during his years at West
Virginia University.
We are thankful to be continuing to receive good reports from our physicians who are monitoring
our progress. Since we celebrated 50 years of marriage as of August 31, we have spent much time this year
pondering the friendships and memories created over the years. We found an even better way to do this was
to visit some of the memory-points in person. This had to be done in small portions since surgical recovery
and New York law dictated that Brian leave all the driving to Carol for the six months following the last event
(removal of a benign meningioma on the lining of Brian’s brain, mid-June). Not being able to take turns made
us draw the travel circles smaller. Brian is now driving again.
A visit to Texas was mandatory upon the passing of our dear friend Dave Burleson to honor his life
and celebrate our fifty-year friendship with his family in August. We grieve the loss of our friend, but said
Goodbye knowing we shall see him again! We rented a car to attend the memorial services, then added in
visits with both friends (Samaniego family members) and many places we treasured as newlyweds and over
the next 12-1/2 years. Treks to State Parks, the River Walk, Sunken Gardens, and the Mission Trail in San
Antonio provided us with a great trip down memory lane.
A FM Conference in Indianapolis came next, which not only recharged our brains with new thinking
but also provided the chance to spend time with old friends (Smiths) and to visit other friends in Illinois
(Haights) and Kentucky (Luhrs and Vitalises), catching the campus of Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, along
the way. That is where we met 52 years ago, and became engaged in November of 1967. Brian was
disappointed they had torn down the dormitory where he served as RD at the time of our engagement; he
Page 1 of 3

proposed in the lobby of Swing Hall—that is, after a faltering, “Talk me out of this!” But we did enjoy a pizza
at our favorite restaurant, Bruno’s on High Street (relocated further south following a fire a few years back).
The former student union, now the Shriver Center, was a worthwhile stop as we discovered the
current Admissions and Welcome Center was furnished with old yearbooks. We found a page about Swing
Hall featuring a photo of Brian hosting a guest-speaker event in that lobby (See photo at end).
Just a few pages away was a 2-page spread honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who was assassinated
that year, 1968. Brian organized the student body event to commemorate the life of this great Civil Rights
leader. We spotted him in 3-4 of the photos in this layout, participating in the rally on campus and a march
uptown to to conclude the event. Outside Shriver Center and walking further, we took a couple of shots
ourselves, posing Brian near the Sundial where he addressed the students that day prior to the march and
kicked off the event. As he looks back over these years he is still surprised by where God has brought this
bashful, introverted kid from Paterson, NJ.

Meanwhile, grandson Cameron (#5 Below with “college” brother Ben along with Kevin and
Veronica.) was playing hard on his Gardiner High School soccer team and helping them break records by
making it all the way into the playoffs this year. We made the trip to Maine, were able to see him play 3 of his
last 4 games, and returned to watch the final Play-Off elimination game. Many of these were under chilly rain,
and they played their hearts out!
Big brother Ben was even able to come see them play the last one, taking time away from classes his
sophomore year of University of Southern Maine. During the daytime when everyone was at work or school,
we took two excursions to Acadia National Park, a favorite. It had been years since we had been there.
Fortunately, the weather cleared the second day for some decent photo ops.

We continue to stay in touch with Brian’s college roommate Dick Deever. Dick also paid us a visit
following Brian’s surgery as did Bryce and Phyllis Babcock and our son Kevin. Several of the Florida Smith
family visited us also during this time, as well as the Luhrs from Kentucky, just prior. The Mitchells (Carol’s
sister) traveled our way for a trip to our favorite stop in Canada, Niagara-on-the-Lake, and a play at the Shaw
Festival. Thanksgiving found us at the Massachusetts Babcocks’ joined by the Sanchezes, niece Debra
DiDomenico and the NJ Babcocks in attendance.
On the home front, where we are seldom found, we still manage to continue some of our ministries
while reevaluating others. Brian’s Rochester Connection nonprofit is being transitioned. He resigned as
Founder & Executive Director with deep gratitude to its broad scope of supporters since its founding over
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ten years ago. It is time for us to be able to balance the things we are still able to do on our own in ministry,
along with our realization of dreams of travel and other retirement enjoyments while we are still young
enough to carry on. We included a sampling of pictures of some of our travels to share them with you.
Ministries continued to include helping a new friend (a widow) get on her feet as she learns how to
become debt-free and set up a working budget. We recruited a number of old RC friends to help make
improvements on her home. Brian has also filled pulpits on occasion. Carol continued an English
Communication Workshop for the first part of the year with seven of our friends from the Uduk families
(Sudanese refugees who have now lived here for over 18 years). We made a trip to Manhattan, NY, for Brian
to serve as an External Reviewer for a seminary seeking NY State approval for some organizational changes.
While there, we took our first-time look from the 86th floor of the Empire State Building and spent some time
at the World Trade Center 911 Museum and Memorial. It was the first time either of us had ever been in that
building even though Brian had grown up just across the river from it.
Carol still loves experimenting with her special embroidery machine, and it is perfect for creating
gifts for weddings and new babies at the inner city Heart and Soul Community Church. Brian’s gardening
hobby has gone “on sabbatical” while we both have focused on returning to good health. His photography is
still getting good exposure through our travels and celebrations of our own 50th wedding anniversary as well
as siblings on both sides of the family: Carol’s sister Sharon (Tim) on December 21 and Brian’s brother Bryce
(Phyllis) on August 3.
The year has been such a flurry of different experiences that we are certain to have left some things
out, even with the weeks of confinement following three surgeries over the past two years. But these are our
highlights!

We are tucking our love for each of you inside this letter, and praying it finds you praising God with
the angels for your special blessings, too. Happy Birthday to Jesus, and Merry Christmas to you!
Blessings
Brian & Carol

P.S. Some have commented on the detailed length of these annual letters. As some know, these long letters
are part of a Family History Album that now fill two loose leaf notebooks and help us remember what we
have done over 50 years as our memories begin to slip.
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